
THE HOWARD UNIVERSITY RELIANCE AGREEMENT FLOW CHAT 

New Study
HU IRB is NOT the reviewing IRB

Does HU have an existing reliance agreement 
with Reviewing IRB or Central IRB?

Submit application/protocol Local ICF
Designate IRB of Record

Identify reviewing institution
Provide copy of RA 

Contact ORRC Compliance Staff member

HU IRB reviews application
Determines IRB of record request and 

Either approves or returns to PI for 
clarification/changes

Is the reviewing IRB participating in:
i) SMART IRB

Ii) Advarra IRB

Contact lead site PI to begin 
SMART IRB process

ORRC Staff member works 
with reviewing IRB to 

negotiate and execute a 
Master Reliance Agreement

Reliance is determined. 
HU PI receives SMART IRB 
determination letter HU as 

relying IRB

HU PI submits application 
for reliance including copy of 
executed RA (if available) to 

IRB for review along with 
protocol and local consent 

documents

HU IRB reviews application 
and determines IRB of 

record request and either 
approves or returns to PI for 

clarification/changes

HU PI receives notification from ORRC documenting HU IRB review.  HU PI must provide to reviewing 
IRB as appropriate.

YES NO

YES NO

 


